BURLESCOMBE
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

Minutes of the Burlescombe Annual Parish Meeting on
Wednesday 20 May 2026 at 7.00pm at Burlescombe Village Hall

PRESENT: Councillors Forward (Chair), Downing, Elliss-Brookes, McDonald, Smith and Walker
together with MDDC Councillor Westcott, DCC Councillor Clist and the Parish Clerk, Mrs McGeever.

Councillor Forward opened the meeting at 7pm and welcomed all present to the meeting.

APOLOGIES
Apologies had been received from Councillor Box and MDDC Councillor Lock.

CHAIR’S REPORT

After a very tough and turbulent 2024/25, this has been a year of working to bring stability to the
Council. We've sought to build trust in the community, develop our collective knowledge and skills,
expand our network with other councils and organisations, and start to prepare for what could be big
changes ahead.

The fact that the same Councillors are sitting around this table as this time last year is to be
celebrated and I'd like to take the opportunity to thank councillors, who are all unpaid volunteers, for
their continued hard work in support of our community.

Our residents’ survey in late 2025 — and the input we regularly get from the people who attend our
meetings — have guided our priorities this year. Green spaces/nature, the roads, the quarry and
finding opportunities to bring the community together have all been regularly highlighted.

° Green spaces and nature — The Old Railway Line is an important habitat and nature corridor
that the Parish Council owns and wants to manage for the benefit of all. We’ve been getting expert
advice and managing the space in a balanced way, that protects nature and keeps it safe and useable
for people too. We'll continue to do all we can to look after this important space.

. Roads — we’ve been making strong representations to Devon County Council to highlight
road issues in the Parish. The state of the roads continues to be a source of great frustration and we
will continue to relentlessly bang the drum for better repair and maintenance.

o Quarry —through Quarry Liaison Meetings and other correspondence, we represent
residents’ views to the quarry, highlighting issues and campaigning for solutions. We also look to
identify ways Holcim can positively contribute to the community, for example by providing expertise,
resources and funding to support community projects. The repair of Black Bridge was one topic we
made strong representations about in 2025 and we were very pleased when it was reopened.
Another issue is the relocation of the Ashphalt plant that would bring with it a reduction in lorry
movements and noxious smells, and we have written to the CEO of Holcim, copying in our MP, to
raise our concerns about the ongoing delay.

° Community events — our recent Spring Clean-Up Day was our first event aimed purely at
bringing people together to look after our area. This was a great success and a real positive moment
for us that we will look to build on going forwards.

We’ve also worked hard to keep improving our communication, using our website, Facebook, the
parish magazine and noticeboards to highlight our activities to residents. We hope the recent
addition of an email newsletter will help to keep even more people informed, without overwhelming
them.
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The biggest decision we make in any year is setting the precept, the part of the Council Tax that funds
Parish Council activities. We have a duty to manage our finances responsibly and we take this
extremely seriously. We have to look after local assets, meet our legal obligations, and ensure we
have sufficient savings in the bank to cover any unforeseen or emergency costs. Having gone through
our budget information, we felt we had no choice but to increase the precept. This meant that

a Band D household had an increase of around £1.97 per month. We knew that any rise was not
going to be welcome, particularly in these difficult times, but we felt this was the lowest we could set
the precept while still being financially responsible.

Due to this continued financial responsibility, including recouping several thousand pounds of
unclaimed VAT and footpath grants, the parish bank account is the healthiest it’s been in years. We
will start the next budget discussions in November and it will be interesting to see how this
improvement will affect the figure for next year.

I would like to thank our Clerk for her tireless efforts and continued wise council which has been
instrumental in getting the Council back on track. We are almost there with reinstating all the
different policies, procedures and documents that a well-functioning parish council requires. The
conclusion of these activities over the coming months will ensure that Burlescombe Parish Council is
ready for a future well met.

Looking ahead, there are significant changes on the way.

Local government reorganisation is approaching and for us that may mean more assets (namely
Burlescombe play park and open space) coming under our care. We would welcome the opportunity
to protect this facility, but we also understand the financial responsibility that would come with it.
Understanding what will be involved in terms of taking it on is what we will be focussing on next,
along with weighing possibilities for enhancing the space in the future.

Changes to planning nationally will undoubtedly see more development within the parish,
particularly surrounding J27 and Tiverton Parkway Railway Station and we will be making sure we
strongly represent residents’ needs at every opportunity. This will be another key focus for us for the
rest of the year and will be supported by our work on a Neighbourhood Priority Statement —a
document that will be compiled with input from the community about what facilities and housing we
actually require to address our needs.

The other major piece of work for this year is to put together our Emergency Plan. The very real and
immediate effects of the climate crisis are already being felt, with experts warning that things are
only going to get worse. We have a responsibility as a council to make sure our community is as well
prepared as possible to face the challenges ahead caused by extreme weather impacts. | also have
to emphasise the role the community itself needs to play in this preparedness— by following the
government guidance already issued about household planning for emergencies, and also
volunteering to be involved in the wider community response activities when the time comes.

So, in conclusion, another productive year for the council which | for one have found very enjoyable
and rewarding. This time next year all Parish Councillor roles will be up for election. So, if you think
spending some of your time making a positive difference to your community might be for you,

there’s never been a better time to get involved.

The Chair then opened the floor to questions:
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26/00604/FULL

Concern was expressed that not all residents with an interest in this application had received
notification of the proposed dwelling which was situated on land that had historically been used for
parking.

The Chair advised that discussion on the application would form part of the Parish Council meeting
and concerned residents should add their comments to MDDC's Public Access planning system.

Quarry

Concern was expressed about the scale of blasts, up to 10mps, at the quarry and the dust that then
circulated covering cars, being breathed in, etc. Albeit that the blast level was in line with planning
permission, the mps was well above that recognised for other activities such as fracking and pile
driving which took place at 1-2mps.

The Chair advised that concerns should be raised with MDDC's Public Health Officer.
The Chair of FVEG thanked the Parish Council for their letter to Holcim regarding the asphalt plant.
The Chair advised that the letter would be published on the Parish Council’s website.

Concerns were raised over the amount of mud on the roads. Whilst the tyres of lorries visiting the
quarry were washed, the mud goes into the grating overflow and then to the stream which is silted
up and running red. It was mentioned by a resident that between 9.15am and 3.15pm, 240 lorries
were seen on the road.

The Chair advised that Parish Council would raise these concerns with Holcim.

Devon District Council

Councillor Clist advised he was not able to verify the figures for the varied costs of fixing of potholes
in Cornwall and Somerset. Devon, given the potential move to Local Government Reorganisation
were not in a position to bring the mending of potholes in-house. The budget allocated an additional
£10m for highways, £4 for a ditch and drainage scheme and £5m for a rapid response team to deal
with potholes in extreme weather conditions.

DCC had to run with at least 10% of income in the reserves and £20m had had to be found to ensure
this figure. However, DCC had been told that LGR would have to be funded from reserves.

Councillor Clist understood that the Government was considering 2 of the proposals sent in and one
of their own which could be a north-south divide with Plymouth and Exeter as the commercial hubs.

He had presented long service awards at DCC’s call centre and would be attending Devon County
Show to talk about the farm estate and the work of Trading Standards which included rogue traders,
illicit tobacco and vapes, boot polish in meat and dangerous toys.

Eighty percent of the DCC budget was allocated to SEND and Adult and Child Social Care.
Mid Devon District Council
Councillor Gill Westcott had submitted a report which forms part of these minutes, however, she

advised that she had spoken to the Planning Officer regarding the South View application and
understood the parking concerns.
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She had a particular interest in sewage works and storm overflows and would welcome any data
available from the Parish Council. South West Water’s goal was to have no more than 10 overflows
per year per treatment works but this would not be assessed until 2040.

MDDC did have some funding available for local communities.
She congratulated the Parish Council on its work to date.

The Chair then advised that nine written reports, which are included in these minutes, had been
received from:

Westleigh Youth Club

FVEG

Burlescombe PTFA

The Ayshford Educational Foundation Trust

Burlescombe & Westleigh Community Hall

The Burlescombe And Westleigh History Group

St Marys Church Report 2026

Westleigh United Reformed Church Report For Burlescombe Parish Council
Craft Club

Gill Westcott, MDDC Councillor For Canonsleigh, Mid Devon District Council

The Parish Council would look to support local groups wherever possible by including community
events in Newsletters etc.

The Chair thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting at 7.45pm.
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Annual Parish Meeting 2026
Reports

Westleigh Youth Club

As with every year, we said a sad goodbye in September to a few of our long-standing children as
they left primary school and became “too old” for Youth Club. However, they couldn’t keep away for
long, as a couple of them have since returned as amazing volunteer helpers. This is always wonderful
to see and really shows how much they love our youth club. We have also welcomed some new
younger children, who are now enjoying all the fun of our Friday evenings.

Our usual attendance on a Friday is around 13—14 children. We have children attending from
Westleigh, Burlescombe, and even Holcombe Rogus. Over the year, we have enjoyed a wide range of
activities, including baking, crafts, team games, a talent show, and movie nights.

We have also worked really hard on our display boards and have received many lovely comments
from members of Westleigh URC, who have enjoyed seeing the children’s work displayed during their
events.

As the evenings have become lighter, we have been fortunate to have some dry Fridays, allowing us
to take the youth club out to the play park. The children especially love the summer Friday evenings,
when they can enjoy both the park equipment and our outdoor games and activities. They
particularly enjoy using the bats and balls, skipping ropes, and playing football together. We are
always looking for ways to refresh our outdoor equipment to keep up with the children’s interests.

The children pay £1.50 per session, with an additional £1 for a sibling. This covers their snack and
drink, as well as helping us purchase new equipment, baking ingredients, and craft supplies. The
remaining funds are saved so that we can make a donation to the hall for the use of the space, as
well as put money aside for a summer treat. We also save towards our Christmas party, where every
child receives a gift bag filled with festive goodies.

We will also be holding a summer BBQ/picnic, where we invite all the families to join us for a relaxed
evening in the park, weather permitting.

We absolutely love our little Friday youth club, and we know it is enjoyed by many local children.
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Love where you live! -

Four Villages Environmental Group'-'-'?_f;

FVEG report January to May 2026

Welcome to the Four Villages Environmental Group (FVEG) report for January to May 2026. A copy
has also been submitted to Burlescombe Parish Council Clerk, by email.

Environmental

On our Facebook page we continue to high light many important environmental and wildlife topics
to help promote wider environmental issues to our members. These included sharing information
with and from GW Canal Rangers, including

Avian Flu, local outbreaks and any recent advice/ restrictions.

Impending storms and potential hazards arising, i.e. falling trees

Bat Conservation Trust information.

Reported serious issues with rats along parts of the canal.

The Rangers have pointed out that the rats have benefited from enthusiastic bird feeding at benches,
posts & car parking areas, and that since birds should not require additional feeding other than
during winter months, the RSPB have advised that the public should “feed seasonally and feed
safely” i.e. not between May and December.

The Rangers continue to carefully monitor local environmental issues and potential problems/issues,
seeking to enhance biodiversity and conservation. FVEG is committed to liaison and communication
with the Rangers on these matters.

Community / issues

We continue to monitor and draw attention to community issues that have been raised to us by
members, including:

Road safety

The very poor condition of the roads within the boundaries of the Four Villages.

FVEG highlighted Openreach working on new Fibre Broadband in the villages.

FVEG posted information about Mental health and other issues during the Christmas season and
gave information on support.

Community engagement:
We continue to liaise with our members about local and wider issues.

The Grand Western Canal

The Rangers continue to observe and monitor our local environment and wildlife

Helping to maintain hedges/ verges

Monitoring the canal and water quality.

Maintaining the memorial benches.

The Rangers are a small and committed team who are grateful for the excellent work offered by
community volunteers and are always open for continued support.

FVEG is committed to ongoing support of the GWC wherever/whenever possible.
Local Authorities

We continue to liaise with the Local Authorities such as the Burlescombe Parish Council, the
Holcombe Rogus parish Council, the Mid-Devon District Council and the Devon County Council.
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Westleigh Quarry

As always, we dealt with many quarry related things:

We attended the Quarry Liaison meetings, with other Quarry Liaison members.

Quarry night work and blasting updates were shared with members.

A number of issues including lorries not following the agreed one way system/ routes, mud on the
roads, yellow hazard lighting on lorries being kept on during village transit (posing a risk to
oncoming drivers and illuminating and disturbing sleeping village residents) all were reported to the
quarry manager and estates manager.

The damaging environmental impact of mud and silt on local roads and water courses was strongly
emphasised. It should be possible for the quarry to ensure that appropriate measures should be
adopted to contain dust and silt within the quarry boundaries.

We emphasised that Holcim and the quarry should contain the dust, silt and contaminants within
their own boundaries, and that the community should not have to put up with it affecting roads,
gardens, water courses and air quality.

Other general Social Media posts
We also highlighted the following on our social media:

Posts on the history of Burlescombe and the surrounding areas.

End of Report.
May 2026

7|Page



BURLESCOMBE PTFA REPORT

The Burlescombe School PTFA have continued to raise funds over the past year with bingos, the
Christmas Cracker and cake sales. This is all to help fund extra curricular trips and much need
equipment to help enhance the children’s learning.

We have a new head teacher who has made many positive changes within the school over the last
few months.

Our biggest project over the next few months, is to create an outdoor learning area which will be a
great addition to the school. If the Parish Council or any local businesses or individuals would like to
help with this in anyway we would be pleased to hear from them.

Our final fundraising event of the year, will be our School Summer BBQ on Fri 17th July. Everyone
welcome!
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THE AYSHFORD EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION TRUST

The Ayshford Grammar School in Uffculme was founded in 1701, financed by a bequest from
Nicholas Ayshford of Taunton.

In 1802 a scheme of Trustees was established to provide free education for two pupils from Uffculme
and two each from Burlescombe and Holcombe Rogus.

After a chequered history the school finally closed in 1921.

The buildings were sold to the Parish Guardians and became a Poor Law Home for children. A
charitable trust was established for the benefit or the three parishes, funded by the investment of
the money from the sale and the assets of the school.

Initially the Trust awarded scholarships enabling pupils to attend Tiverton Grammar School and
when, after the 1944 Education Act, fees were no longer required, grants were given for expenses
such as travel and school wear.

Over the years the purposes have changed and now grants are awarded to full time students and
apprentices aged eighteen and over in further and higher education for the purchase of books and
equipment.

Application forms (to be submitted to the Trustees by 31st May or 31st December each year ) are
available from the clerk to the Trustees, marion.squire@gmail.com
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BURLESCOMBE & WESTLEIGH COMMUNITY HALL
CHAIRMANS REPORT 2026

Once, again a successful year although a very much quieter year.

The leak in the flat roof was repaired under warranty. The main hall and the Roger Williams Room
was redecorated and we have had new blinds installed to the windows in these rooms.

Following the successfully sorting out the cutlery a couple of years ago it was necessary to turn our
attention to the crockery which was majorly mismatched and tatty. We now have a total new set of

white crockery which looks much smarter.

The film screen still needs replacing not necessarily a electric one, or an automatic one, a pull down
one will suffice, just one of the right size.

A perennial problem we appear to have is the front door keeps on needing adjustments or repair.
The car park hedges have been cut properly this year and are now looking quite tidy, thanks to David
Reed for getting this job sorted. Unfortunately this is something additional that we needed to pay

for this year.

We are again doing our bit for nature by allowing the Bluetits to nest one of the cigarette butt boxes.
Our next project will be to decorate the outside of the hall and we are still looking at installing Wi-fi.

We are also aware of the dip in the car park as you enter.
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THE BURLESCOMBE AND WESTLEIGH HISTORY GROUP

The History Group has been running for well over 20 years and currently has 20 members. Meetings
are open to anyone who is interested and we are always pleased to welcome visitors. The group
meets on the 3@ Wednesday in the month (except December). Spring and autumn meetings start at
7:30 p.m. in the U.R.C Hall, Westleigh and include 5 meetings with a guest speaker and 3 Open
Forum meetings. During the summer months there are 3 outside visits.

The group is run by a committee of six volunteers, committee meetings are held, as necessary, prior
to a monthly meeting with an Annual General Meeting in February each year. Yearly membership is
£5 with a charge of £3 per meeting for members and £4 for non-members

In 2026 our programme includes the following talks; Odette, Devon’s Railway Heritage, Wassail,
Fairgrounds at War and Leonardo da Vinci. The Open Forums will be a ‘show & tell’ about Interesting
Objects, the story of Our Parents and Films, T.V. Music etc. from our childhood, our visits will be to
Coldharbour Mill in Uffculme, a guided walk around Cullompton and a social quiz evening. As you
can see topics for talks and discussions are varied and can be local, personal or global.

Although we are a small group, our members come from many local villages plus Wellington. It is
certainly an active and engaged group with around 15 people regularly attending meetings. The
atmosphere is always pleasant and | think we are a friendly group. Meetings always feature a cup of
tea or coffee (and a biscuit or two) and the chatter is always lively, interesting and often very funny.

As this mix of topics and activities seems to work, there are no plans to change the format too much
in the future. Our Treasurer Suzanne Larsen kindly researches and organises the speakers and the

Open Forums are always a source of amusement and education.

A brief write up of each meeting is printed in the Parsh Magazine along with details of upcoming
meetings

Robert Higgins
672675
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ST MARYS CHURCH REPORT 2026

The church remains a festival church this means we can continue to only 6 to 10 services a year,
Saints days and other main festivals, Christmas, Easter, Harvest and Remembrance etc. we are still
open for Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals. This is because our congregation has dwindled to only a
handful and cannot fully support the running costs. So we are looking for a new congregation, we
also need bellringers as we do not have a team of our own, if you wish to learn teaching is available.
We do not have a PCC as there is only 3 remaining members with no secretary in post.

The church building is open weekends from 9AM to 5PM for those who wish to visit, or go in for
quiet contemplation, or prayer.

The church remains in great danger of closing and the building becoming a monument, although this
is a fair way off, The Friends of St Marys are looking after the maintenance but do not pay the
insurance.

The rev Rachel Dunn was then inducted in March 2025 and we had very successful services at Easter
although she to spread herself very thin throughout the team. However, she has been absent for a
long period of this past year and remains off sick for the foreseeable future. We are continuing to
have services where possible with volunteer clergy. Our next service is the team service at the end
of May and we are hoping to hold a songs of praise in August.

Our organist, Barbara Reed, has retired after in excess of 50 years. She will be greatly missed.

Finally we would like to thank the Parish Council for giving us a grant towards the cost of cutting the
church yard grass, which costs in the region of £4500/year, so we are now unable to keep it as tidy as
we would like and we will be seeking further help in the future. We did have 2 volunteers come from
the National Trust to cut the whole yard. This took 2 full days from 2 people. We were extremely
grateful.
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WESTLEIGH UNITED REFORMED CHURCH REPORT FOR BURLESCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL
Annual Parish Meeting, 20" May, 2026

The Church and Hall this year have been as busy as ever and our little band of helpers are kept “on
our toes.”

The Hall continues to be well used by groups and individuals like the History Group, Creative
Activities, Youth Club and the Parish Council. The Church runs a coffee morning every Wednesday
morning which is open to all — sometimes well attended sometimes not. We were sponsored for 2
months earlier in the year to provide free hot drinks, but this did not make any difference to
numbers.

The Church congregation has increased which is heartwarming. We meet only once a month on the
second Sunday at 3pm for Holy Communion with the main service starting at 3.30pm. There is no
obligation to attend Communion which happens in the Hall deliberately to enable anyone who does
not want to partake in this to go into the Church for 3.30 and be joined by the folk from the Hall. We
no longer have an organist - we would be prepared to pay for someone to play for us if there was
anyone out there who could give up a couple hours of their time on the 2" Sunday of the month.
Please contact us if that could be you! The service is followed by a cup of tea and informal get
together.

The Church were very lucky to host Creative Activities amazing, knitted poppy displays to celebrate
VE Day and on Remembrance Sunday. The Church was decorated inside and out with displays on the
railings and poppies dotted around the graveyard and on graves whose occupants had served in the
war. The Remembrance Sunday service was poignant and attended by folk who do not normally
come to Church including a Forces veteran who was overcome by the display.

We have held fundraising events over the year to help with our ever-increasing expenses. We hold an
annual Cream Tea which is coming up again on 27™ June 2026. There is an afternoon high tea
occasionally too. We also hold events for charities donating the proceeds to them. Our overheads
are high which means that despite our best efforts we are consistently making a loss.

We are grateful to the Parish Council for paying for the defibrillator insurance and also in previous

years giving a grant for grass cutting. Thank you also for giving us the opportunity to compile this
report.
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CRAFT CLUB REPORT

We meet at the URC Hall, Westleigh, on a fortnightly basis. There are 12 members who enjoy a
variety of crafts, often bringing their own work to do or joining in with the specified crafts that are
being demonstrated that session.

In the past year, we have made button pictures, clay items, macrame plant pot holders, jars
decorated with string, greeting cards and many more items.

During the year, many of our members and parishioners have knitted or crocheted over 1300
poppies, these are used to decorate the chapel on certain commemorative days. This is ongoing so

this year it will be bigger and better.

We have two outings per year, normally to a garden centre or hobby craft which gives us ideas of
next projects to do, combining this we have a nice lunch out as well.

Our dates for meetings are advertised in the Parish Magazine. Please pop in if you would like to see
what we do, you would be most welcome.
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DISTRICT COUNCILLOR ANNUAL SUMMARY 2025-2026
Gill Westcott, Councillor for Canonsleigh, Mid Devon District Council

This summary sets out my work and activity as a District Councillor between May 2025 and April
2026.

Full Council meetings

Attended to represent the interests of the Canonsleigh parishes in regard to Planning and other
matters. Recently this has included discussion of the Mountain Oak applications for new housing in
Sampford Peverell, where | represented both supporters of the application wanting provision of
social housing through Sampford Peverell CLT, and also the critics of South West Water’s appalling
record of allowing sewage-laden storm overflows into Spratford Stream and thence to the Exe
Estuary and coastal waters.

In the light of SWW'’s intention to review the adequacy of their provision only in 2040, and poor
record of investment, further conversations with their representative are planned with myself and a
representative from Sampford Peverell.

| attended numerous Planning training sessions through PPAG, and meetings of the Net Zero NZAG
and PES, Planning, Environment and Sustainability Policy Committees. | also supported the Full
Council motion recognizing the Rights of Rivers, including the right to flow with clean waters and
support distinctive ecologies and a rich mix of natural and wildlife species.

| attended meetings of Borden Gate, Uplowman, Holcombe Rogus and Sampford Peverell Parish
Councils, sharing developments and news from the District Council and taking forward concerns
from the PCs. | have also updated PC’s with prospects for Local Government Reorganisation,
whereby Mid Devon is likely to become part of a much larger Unitary Authority in 2028.

In that connection, Parish Councils and other bodies interested in taking over the management of
Community Assets in their area should put in an Expression of Interest by 30" June this year.
Commercial businesses cannot apply, only bodies with public interest at heart such as Parish
Councils, CIC’s, charities etc. They will need to provide reasons for the transfer such as aims for the
asset, evidence of the resilience of the organization, expertise, track record of maintaining and/or
developing such assets.

| attended the Grand Western Canal Joint Committee, supporting the maintenance of the canal as a
key asset for residents, tourists and wildlife in Mid Devon.

| also serve on the Green Enterprise Grants panel; this MDDC fund makes grants for energy saving to
local enterprises. | am also able to obtain small grants for local projects through the Locality Fund.
Individual concerns: Responding to particular concerns and questions from residents is a large part
of my work as a councillor. These include prominently, issues of planning and enforcement.

Gill Westcott District Councillor for Canonsleigh
gwestcott@middevon.gov.uk
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